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Jesus in the Temple

Luke 2:41-52

YOUR BIBLE READING

Jesus learned, asked questions, and grew while honoring his heavenly
Father.

Inside: two extended reading pages, a thoughtful reflection, creative activities and a grown-up guide.

AGES 6-10 WITH AN ADULT + 6 COLORFUL A4 PAGES * ENGLISH ONLY
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A Search in Jerusalem

Luke 2:41-52

Every year, Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Passover festival. When Jesus
was twelve, they made the journey according to their usual practice. Passover
belonged to Israel’s remembrance of God’s rescue, and the family joined others in
keeping it. Luke places the event within this regular pattern of worship. Jesus was
growing within a family whose life included journeys, shared festivals, and the
teaching and customs of their people.

After the festival days were completed, Mary and Joseph began traveling home with a
company of people. They assumed Jesus was among the group. They went a day’s
journey before looking for him among relatives and acquaintances. He was not there.
The passage does not say they had deliberately left him without care. It describes an
assumption that proved wrong and a search that became increasingly urgent when he
could not be found.

Mary and Joseph returned to Jerusalem and looked for him. After three days, they
found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers. He was listening and asking
questions. Those who heard him were amazed by his understanding and his answers.
The account shows learning as a conversation: Jesus listened as well as spoke. He
was not described as standing above everyone and giving an invented speech to a hall
full of people.

When his parents saw him, they were astonished. Mary spoke about how anxiously
she and Joseph had been searching. Her words name the worry rather than making it
disappear because Jesus was in a place of worship. The search had mattered deeply to
them. The scene brings together their parental concern, the teachers’ amazement,
and the boy who had remained in the temple while the traveling company made its
way home.

Remember: Growing in wisdom includes listening and learning.
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His Father’s House and His Family
Home

Luke 2:41-52

Jesus asked why they had been searching and whether they knew he must be in his
Father’s house. His answer pointed toward his unique relationship with God. The
temple was not merely an interesting building to him. Yet Mary and Joseph did not
understand the saying at that time. Luke leaves that lack of understanding in the
account. They could care for Jesus faithfully while still needing to learn more about
who he was.

Jesus went back with them to Nazareth and lived in obedience to them. The story
does not end with him deciding he no longer needed his family because he had
spoken with teachers. His life continued in the home to which they returned. The
statement about obedience matters beside his words about his Father. The account
keeps his special identity and his place within ordinary family life together rather
than making one cancel the other.

Mary kept these things in her heart. Like a person holding pieces of a picture not yet
fully understood, she remembered what had happened. Luke does not tell us every
later conversation she had about it. We can let her remembering remain thoughtful
and unfinished. The event was important even before she understood all its meaning.
Some learning comes through living with a question and noticing how later events
help make it clearer.

Jesus continued to grow in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and people.
The final verse moves beyond the search into the larger pattern of his growing life. He
had been a twelve-year-old listening and answering in the temple, and he would
continue to grow. Luke’s picture honors real development: there was a home,
relationships, learning, and the passage of time. The remarkable scene did not
remove the ordinary work of growing up.

Pause and think: What question would you like to explore patiently with a trusted teacher or grown-up?
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THINK, NOTICE & GROW

Questions, Growth, and Staying
Safe

Listening and asking questions can belong together. Jesus was sitting among teachers,
and people noticed his understanding. In your own learning, you can ask why
something matters, listen to an explanation, and try putting an idea into your own
words. A good question is not an interruption to learning when it is asked with care. It
can open a conversation that helps everyone understand more clearly.

The search in this story was frightening for Jesus’ parents. It is not an invitation for
children to wander away from their caregivers. Tell a trusted adult where you are going
and follow the safety plan for a trip. If you become separated, seek help from a safe
person or the agreed place. Jesus’ unique relationship with the Father does not make
ordinary protection unnecessary for a child today.

Mary did not understand everything immediately, but she remembered. You may also
need time with a difficult idea. Asking a trusted adult, reading again, and noticing new
connections can help. Growing in wisdom is more than getting taller or answering
quickly. It includes patience, careful attention, and the willingness to keep learning
within caring relationships.

A SMALL STEP FOR TODAY

Jesus’ temple conversation reveals his unique relationship with the Father while
his life continues in family care and growth.

What question would you like to explore patiently with a trusted teacher or grown-up?
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Read, Remember & Create

Name: Date:

1 Think about the reading

1. Where did Mary and Joseph find Jesus?
2. What was Jesus doing there?

2 Put the ideas in order

Write 1, 2 and 3 for the order these ideas appear in the reading.

D Mary and Joseph return to search for Jesus.
D They find him in the temple and return home together.

D The family attends Passover in Jerusalem.

3 Draw a meaningful picture

Draw young Jesus sitting with teachers and listening.

Tell someone how your picture connects to the reading.

DigiPick.store «+ FREE ENGLISH LIBRARY Activities | 5/6



DigiPiCk ¢ BIBLE STORIES & LESSONS
R .store

GENESIS TO REVELATION | PACK 057

Read & Grow Together

Read and learn with context

This English edition is designed for ages 6-10 with an adult. Read both extended readings together, or enjoy
one each day. Pause at unfamiliar words, invite questions and use the reflection page to connect the story
with everyday life. These are retellings and lessons with explanations; read the listed Bible passage for
context. Poetry, parables, letters and symbolic visions are identified by type.

Remember this

Growing in wisdom includes listening and learning.
Original memory thought, not a direct Bible quotation. Related passage: Luke 2:46-52

A thoughtful conversation

Jesus' unique relationship with his Father is central. This is not permission for a child to go missing; discuss
telling caregivers where one is going and staying with trusted adults.

Activity answers

1. In the temple among the teachers.
2. Listening, asking questions, and giving thoughtful answers.
Sequence boxes, top to bottom: 2, 3, 1. Personal responses and drawings will vary.

Optional prayer

God, help us learn with curiosity and care for our families. Amen.

Print and share

Each pack has 6 pages. Print on A4 at Actual Size (100%). The worksheet is page 5. You may print just that
page, or use the separate 150-page activity book. The collection contains 150 packs in Bible book order, 15
volumes and one ZIP. Catalog pack IDs stay the same when new readings are added.

Sources and sharing

English retellings, lessons, reflections and activities by DigiPick (2026), based on Luke 2:41-52. Source checked with the public-domain
World English Bible. lllustration © Sweet Publishing; 42_Lk_02_17_RG.jpg. CC BY-SA 3.0. Source: unfoldingWord. Resized proportionally,
without cropping.

This adapted story pack is shared under Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0. Credit the creators, identify changes and use the
same license for adaptations. Genesis to Revelation edition 3.0.
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