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GENESIS TO REVELATION | PROPHETIC ENCOURAGEMENT

Remembering God and Caring for
One Another
Malachi 3:16-18;4:2-6

YOUR BIBLE READING

God remembers faithfulness and promises restoration that calls hearts
toward one another.

Inside: two extended reading pages, a thoughtful reflection, creative activities and a grown-up guide.

AGES 6-10 WITH AN ADULT  •  6 COLORFUL A4 PAGES  •  ENGLISH ONLY
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EXTENDED ENGLISH READING • PAGE 1 OF 2

A Conversation God Hears
Malachi 3:16-18;4:2-6

Malachi’s prophetic message describes people who honor God speaking with one
another. The Lord listens and hears them. A book of remembrance is written before
him concerning those who revere him and think upon his name. The image assures
hearers that faithfulness is not lost simply because it attracts little public attention.
Their conversation matters before God. Quiet regard for him is not something that
must become famous before it can be noticed.

The book of remembrance belongs to the prophecy’s picture of God’s attention. Its
purpose is not to make readers anxious about finding a physical book or proving their
name is printed on a page. It speaks of being remembered. The people who honor
God are addressed as his own treasured possession in the day he brings about. A
picture of a father caring for a serving son adds warmth to the assurance of
belonging.

The passage also promises a clear distinction between serving God and refusing him.
Wrongdoing and faithfulness are not finally the same simply because they can be
difficult to distinguish in the present. The prophetic hope includes judgment, not
only comfort. Yet the people being encouraged do not receive instructions to take that
judgment into their own hands. They are called toward remembrance, reverence, and
a life whose choices reflect the God they honor.

These verses give a setting for the later promise of healing and renewal. A
community’s faithful speech, God’s attentive hearing, treasured belonging, and moral
accountability stand together. The message does not give a date on a calendar for
when all its promises will be completed. It offers assurance about the future God
holds. The people can live faithfully now without turning every quiet act into a public
demonstration or demanding to control the timing of God’s work.

Remember: God’s remembering care encourages faithful lives and relationships shaped by listening.
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EXTENDED ENGLISH READING • PAGE 2 OF 2

Healing Light and Hearts Turned
Toward One Another
Malachi 3:16-18;4:2-6

The final chapter pictures the sun of righteousness rising with healing in its wings.
Sunlight spreading like wings is a poetic image of God’s restoring action. The people
who honor his name are pictured leaping freely like calves released from a stall. The
images carry warmth, health, and joyful freedom. They are not a medical prescription
or a statement that every person who trusts God will immediately recover from every
illness.

Judgment on wickedness remains part of the promise. The language places evil
beneath the feet of those God restores, showing its defeat. This is not a child’s
instruction to trample or humiliate people. The prophecy announces that wrongdoing
will not hold the final place of power. Its hopeful pictures of light and release stand
within a serious promise that God will deal with evil, rather than requiring the
vulnerable to celebrate it as acceptable.

The people are then told to remember the law of Moses given for Israel. Hope for the
future does not make present faithfulness irrelevant. They are also promised the
coming of Elijah before the great day of the Lord. The passage speaks of a messenger
whose work will turn the hearts of fathers toward children and children toward
fathers. The promise is directed toward renewed relationships and away from the
destructive outcome of hearts remaining turned against one another.

Malachi ends with that call to remember and that forward-looking promise. We
should hear the future language as a promise, rather than turn it into an event
already narrated within these verses. No exact timetable is supplied. The message
invites a community to honor God, trust that it is remembered, and care about the
turning of hearts. The final concern is not curiosity about dates, but a faithful people
whose relationships reflect the God who calls them.

Pause and think: What could help two generations listen more carefully and care for one another?
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THINK, NOTICE & GROW

Remembering Through Words and
Care

A quiet conversation can matter. You might talk with a trusted adult about something
you have learned, give thanks with your family, or ask how to repair a disagreement.
These are examples for our lives, not added conversations from Malachi’s community.
Faithfulness does not need an audience. The book of remembrance gives a hopeful
picture of God’s attention to people who honor him without making themselves
important before others.

The promise about hearts turning toward one another encourages care across
generations. A child can listen, and an adult can listen too. Reconciliation is not only a
demand placed on the younger person. Families may need patient help, honest words,
and a wise adult’s guidance. If a relationship is unsafe, protection comes first; no child
must return to danger to prove a caring heart.

The healing sunrise and freed calves give bright pictures of hope. They need not
become a puzzle for guessing dates. We can receive the encouragement while acting
faithfully in the present: remembering good teaching, asking forgiveness when
appropriate, and making room for another person’s needs. Hope looks forward and
also gives us a reason to care about the next conversation.

A SMALL STEP FOR TODAY

Malachi joins God’s remembering care with future hope, faithful teaching, and
hearts turned toward one another.

What could help two generations listen more carefully and care for one another?
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Read, Remember & Create

Name: ____________________________ Date: __________________

1 Think about the reading

1. What does the book of remembrance communicate?

2. Toward what relationship does the closing promise turn attention?

2 Put the ideas in order
Write 1, 2 and 3 for the order these ideas appear in the reading.

Receive the images of healing light and freedom.

Remember God’s teaching and the promise of hearts turned together.

Notice faithful people speaking and God remembering.

3 Draw a meaningful picture
Draw a hopeful sunrise beside two generations listening to one another in a safe setting.

Tell someone how your picture connects to the reading.
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Read & Grow Together

Read and learn with context
This English edition is designed for ages 6-10 with an adult. Read both extended readings together, or enjoy
one each day. Pause at unfamiliar words, invite questions and use the reflection page to connect the story
with everyday life. These are retellings and lessons with explanations; read the listed Bible passage for
context. Poetry, parables, letters and symbolic visions are identified by type.

Remember this
God’s remembering care encourages faithful lives and relationships shaped by listening.
Original memory thought, not a direct Bible quotation. Related passage: Malachi 3:16-18;4:2,4-6

A thoughtful conversation
Present the book of remembrance, healing sunrise, and leaping calves as prophetic images. The messenger
and restoration are future promises here, with no calculated timetable. Discuss mutual care across
generations, including adult responsibility. A child should never be pressured into unsafe contact or promised
immediate physical healing as proof of faithfulness.

Activity answers
1. God notices and remembers those who honor him.
2. Fathers and children turning their hearts toward one another.
Sequence boxes, top to bottom: 2, 3, 1. Personal responses and drawings will vary.

Optional prayer
God, help us remember your ways and listen with care across generations. Amen.

Print and share
Each pack has 6 pages. Print on A4 at Actual Size (100%). The worksheet is page 5. You may print just that
page, or use the separate 150-page activity book. The collection contains 150 packs in Bible book order, 15
volumes and one ZIP. Catalog pack IDs stay the same when new readings are added.

Sources and sharing
English retellings, lessons, reflections and activities by DigiPick (2026), based on Malachi 3:16-18;4:2-6. Source checked with the
public-domain World English Bible. Illustration: original symbolic vector artwork by DigiPick.store; a learning aid, not an additional Bible
event.
This adapted story pack is shared under Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0. Credit the creators, identify changes and use the
same license for adaptations. Genesis to Revelation edition 3.0.

https://ebible.org/eng-web/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

