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GENESIS TO REVELATION | VISION

A Lampstand and a Small
Beginning
Zechariah 4:1-10

YOUR BIBLE READING

God’s Spirit, not impressive human force, grounds the hope of this
rebuilding promise.

Inside: two extended reading pages, a thoughtful reflection, creative activities and a grown-up guide.

AGES 6-10 WITH AN ADULT  •  6 COLORFUL A4 PAGES  •  ENGLISH ONLY
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EXTENDED ENGLISH READING • PAGE 1 OF 2

A Vision Full of Light
Zechariah 4:1-10

Zechariah describes a vision in which the angel speaking with him wakes him as
someone roused from sleep. The angel asks what he sees. Zechariah answers with the
picture of a golden lampstand, a bowl at its top, and seven lamps. Pipes are connected
with the lamps, and two olive trees stand beside the bowl, one on each side. The scene
is a prophetic vision, not an ordinary discovery of unusual furniture in a storeroom.

The image brings several things together: light, a container, connections supplying
the lamps, and trees associated with oil. Zechariah describes what is before him
rather than announcing that he already knows every meaning. He asks the angel what
these things are. The question gives an important place to learning. Receiving a
vision does not mean he must pretend to understand it without help. He listens for an
explanation beyond the first sight of the objects.

The angel asks whether he knows, and Zechariah says he does not. Then comes the
message for Zerubbabel: God’s work will not be accomplished by human might or
power, but by God’s Spirit. The answer moves from the visible lampstand toward the
source on which the work depends. Zerubbabel was a leader with responsibilities, but
the promise did not make strength of position or force of arms the foundation of
success.

This matters for the rebuilding described in the message. The task could look larger
than the people’s resources, and leadership could seem to require impressive power.
The vision’s explanation directs attention toward dependence on God’s Spirit. It is
not a call to stop using hands, tools, or careful planning. The same passage will speak
of foundations and a builder’s measuring tool. Human work belongs within the
promise, while human power is not treated as its greatest source of hope.

Remember: A small beginning deserves faithful care and humble dependence on God.
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EXTENDED ENGLISH READING • PAGE 2 OF 2

A Mountain, a Capstone, and a
Beginning
Zechariah 4:1-10

The prophetic word addresses a great mountain and says it will become level ground
before Zerubbabel. A mountain here pictures the obstacle facing the work. The
message does not tell a story of a named hill being flattened by a shovel. It announces
that what seems overwhelmingly difficult will not prevent the promised completion.
Zerubbabel will bring out the capstone, the finishing stone, with shouts celebrating
God’s favor over the work.

God’s word then speaks directly about the building. Zerubbabel’s hands had laid the
foundation, and his hands would also finish it. The foundation was a beginning, not
proof that the task was worthless because it was incomplete. Completion is promised
as something still ahead. Zechariah is receiving encouragement about the future, not
writing a report that the finished house already stands before him at the end of this
vision.

The message asks who despises the day of small things. A modest beginning can be
easy to dismiss when we compare it with a large hope. Yet the promise connects that
small beginning with a meaningful future. A plumb line, a builder’s tool for checking
a straight vertical direction, will be seen in Zerubbabel’s hand. The picture is
practical: the leader’s hands are involved in work that needs care, alignment, and
patient attention.

The seven are also connected with God’s eyes ranging throughout the earth. This is
part of the vision’s symbolic language about divine seeing and care. The reader is not
being asked to imagine seven ordinary eyes traveling independently across a map.
Together, the lampstand, the message about the Spirit, the obstacle made level, and
the measuring tool encourage faithfulness in the building task. A small start is not
beyond God’s notice, and the work depends on more than impressive human force.

Pause and think: What small beginning could you care for patiently instead of dismissing it as unimportant?
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THINK, NOTICE & GROW

Give a Small Start Proper Care

A beginning can look unimpressive beside the finished thing we hope for. One page
written, one seed planted, or one repaired friendship may seem too small to celebrate.
These are examples for our lives, not objects in Zechariah’s vision. A useful question is
whether the beginning is moving in a good direction. Patient attention can matter
more than comparing its size with someone else’s completed work.

The promise to Zerubbabel was particular to his rebuilding task. It does not guarantee
that every project we start will succeed exactly as imagined. We can still learn from the
call to humility and dependence. Ask for help, plan carefully, and accept correction.
Depending on God is not a reason to refuse the people, skills, and ordinary tools that
may help us do our part responsibly.

The plumb line gives a thoughtful picture for checking a direction. With an adult, you
might pause over a project and ask what is going well, what needs changing, and what
next step is realistic. Small work deserves honest care rather than either scorn or
exaggerated praise. A steady beginning can be meaningful without pretending that it is
already the whole result.

A SMALL STEP FOR TODAY

Zechariah’s vision encourages dependence on God’s Spirit and faithful care for a
small beginning.

What small beginning could you care for patiently instead of dismissing it as unimportant?
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Read, Remember & Create

Name: ____________________________ Date: __________________

1 Think about the reading

1. What kind of scene contains the golden lampstand?

2. What supports the hope of completion for Zerubbabel?

2 Put the ideas in order
Write 1, 2 and 3 for the order these ideas appear in the reading.

Value the small beginning within the promised building work.

Hear the message of dependence on God’s Spirit.

See the lampstand and ask for understanding.

3 Draw a meaningful picture
Draw the vision’s golden lampstand, top bowl, seven lamps, and two olive trees.

Tell someone how your picture connects to the reading.
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Read & Grow Together

Read and learn with context
This English edition is designed for ages 6-10 with an adult. Read both extended readings together, or enjoy
one each day. Pause at unfamiliar words, invite questions and use the reflection page to connect the story
with everyday life. These are retellings and lessons with explanations; read the listed Bible passage for
context. Poetry, parables, letters and symbolic visions are identified by type.

Remember this
A small beginning deserves faithful care and humble dependence on God.
Original memory thought, not a direct Bible quotation. Related passage: Zechariah 4:6-10

A thoughtful conversation
Identify the lampstand scene as a prophetic vision throughout. The mountain, seven eyes, and light belong to
symbolic language; do not turn them into extra literal events. Completion is promised for Zerubbabel’s
particular task. Encourage patient effort without guaranteeing every modern project succeeds or equating
spiritual dependence with refusing practical help.

Activity answers
1. A prophetic vision described by Zechariah.
2. God’s Spirit, rather than human might or force alone.
Sequence boxes, top to bottom: 3, 2, 1. Personal responses and drawings will vary.

Optional prayer
God, help us depend on you and care faithfully for the good work before us. Amen.

Print and share
Each pack has 6 pages. Print on A4 at Actual Size (100%). The worksheet is page 5. You may print just that
page, or use the separate 150-page activity book. The collection contains 150 packs in Bible book order, 15
volumes and one ZIP. Catalog pack IDs stay the same when new readings are added.

Sources and sharing
English retellings, lessons, reflections and activities by DigiPick (2026), based on Zechariah 4:1-10. Source checked with the public-domain
World English Bible. Illustration: original symbolic vector artwork by DigiPick.store; a learning aid, not an additional Bible event.
This adapted story pack is shared under Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0. Credit the creators, identify changes and use the
same license for adaptations. Genesis to Revelation edition 3.0.
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